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Cottonwood awards $48,000 in grants in 2008
Thanks to your support, this fall Cottonwood Foundation awarded twenty grants of $1,000 each
to grassroots organizations around the globe that are working for a sustainable future.
This brings our total grants awarded in 2008 to $48,000! The board has worked hard to select
projects where your contributions will make a significant difference.
African Blackwood Conservation Project,
Ecoclub Nongovernmental Youth Organization,
USA/Tanzania—to support the Kibosho East
Ukraine—for the project “Let us Join to Save and
Environmental Group in its work for sustainable living
Recover Oaks of Europe” conducted in Rivne, Ukraine,
practices and environmental protection near Mt.
that will promote saving and recovery of the oaks of the
Kilimanjaro, with the funds helping to raise 15,000
Ukraine which are suffering from overcutting and
indigenous trees in a tree nursery for distribution to
ecological degradation, including educational activities
community members which will further reforestation
involving youth in saving oaks and a variety of public
efforts on the mountain as well as help people become
outreach efforts.
more self-sufficient in meeting their daily needs.
Fifty Lanterns International, USA/Honduras—to
Blue Veins, Pakistan—to help build the communication
purchase and distribute 20 sturdy LED solar lanterns to
and information technology capacity of six grassroots
low-income families without electricity in Honduras, which
women’s organizations working for the benefit of women
will help provide light for cooking, reading and other
and children in the rural areas of North West Frontier
household activities, as well as save money that would be
Province, Pakistan, with funds used to purchase six used
spent on kerosene.
Pentium III computers with internet modems and
Friends Service Council, Nepal—to install 5 tube wells
accessories; volunteers will provide a three-month
in Makrahar and Kerwani Village Development Councils
computer course to help the groups use this equipment
in Rupandehi district, western Nepal, providing 250 people
and the Internet.
with safe drinking water free of arsenic and water-borne
Center for People’s Agricultural Plan for
diseases.
the 21st Century, Philippines—to help local
Haiti Outreach, USA/Haiti—to support a
farmers and farm workers in Negros
well-drilling project that will provide clean
Occidental, Philippines, increase the use of
water for the community of Lospinik, Haiti,
herbal preparations against agricultural pests
which has 33 homes and 151 people who
and diseases instead of chemical pesticides,
currently walk one hour by foot each way to
with funds used for purchase of herbal
gather their daily water needs by digging
planting materials, herbal juice extractors, a
through the wet sand at a ravine bottom to
storage facility for herbal preparations,
obtain water of extremely poor quality.
training, and educational materials.
Indian National Trust for the Welfare of
Centro de Educación Creativa/Cloud
Tribals, India—to help tribal people in
Forest School, Costa Rica—to construct a
Bundu Block, Ranchi District, Jharkhand,
26 ft. x 16 ft. addition to the CEC greenhouse
India, adopt sustainable agricultural practices
in Costa Rica, which will increase the
and to increase their income through planting,
production area for native plant species,
cultivation and processing of lemongrass, with
strengthen the school’s environmental
Preschool student at
funds providing for land preparation of 12
education program, and provide needed
Centro de Educación
acres of land, including planting materials,
space for seedlings that will be planted
Creativa planting one of
plowing, soil preparation, manure/fertilizer,
within the school’s reforestation areas or
the seedlings grown at the irrigation, and training.
donated to local public schools.
school.
Organizations noted as USA/[another country] are based in the United States, but were funded for a specific project in another country.

Interaccion para el Desarrollo Sostenible, Bolivia—to
Nepal Social Service Fund, USA/Nepal—to support
improve the life of children and community members in
five orphans for one year at NSSF’s “Safe House” in
the small, rural community of Chijmuni, Bolivia, through
Mahendranagar, Nepal, including providing food and
purchase of native musical instruments for preserving
lodging, student fees for school, clothing, and other items.
ancestral Andean music and training in their use for 60
Norwalk/Nagarote Sister City Project,
primary students, reforestation of the school site by the
USA/Nicaragua—to provide scholarships in Nagarote,
students planting and caring for 250 native and other trees
Nicaragua, for 20 “Cottonwood Scholar” students from
along the fence perimeter, environmental education, and
low-income families who are attending public schools,
training in sustainable agriculture.
paying for their uniforms, shoes, books, school supplies
International Association for Transformation,
and tutoring for one year.
Canada/Philippines—to assist two self-help
Project Mercy, USA/Mexico—to construct
One of the 20 “Cottonwood sanitary latrines for up to three families
groups in Tabuk, Kalinga Province,
scholars” in Nagarote,
Philippines, to increase their income and to
currently lacking these facilities in low-income
Nicaragua, supported by a
improve environmental sanitation by
colonias near Tijuana, Mexico, including
scholarship funded through purchase of concrete blocks, mortar, rebar,
producing organic fertilizer from locally
a Cottonwood grant.
available raw materials which will benefit 100
cement and other materials.
families, with the Cottonwood grant being
Umoja Wa Kienjero Self Help Group,
used to support most of the purchase of two
Kenya—to demonstrate and promote energy
shredders for making organic compost.
conservation and renewable energy devices
MADRE, USA/Nicaragua—to provide
among 50 low income households living in
seeds for organic food crops to 100
Kenya’s fragile Malu Conservancy ecosystem,
indigenous Miskito women and their families
including procuring 10 fuel-efficient wood
in Nicaragua in partnership with Mangki
stoves, a small solar panel, a bio-gas system,
Tangni through the Harvesting Hope project,
other materials, and training, which will
which will increase their food self-sufficiency
improve the health of the population as well
and add to family income.
as reduce tree cutting.
Mangrove Action Project,
Village Volunteers, USA/Kenya—to
USA/Thailand—to support a hands-on
support Namunyak Maasai Welfare in
environmental education program at the
providing training and creating a demonstraprimary school in Lion Village, Koh Pra
tion garden using biointensive organic
Thong, Thailand, which had been built for tsunami victims
farming methods for the Sirua Aulo Academy in Kenya,
who had lost their homes, including educational and
which will improve community nutrition and food security,
planting materials, and equipment.
as well as starting a tree nursery for fruit bearing and other
Nabichakha Women Group, Kenya—to train group
trees.
members to construct energy-saving “maendeleo jiko”
Wild Flora and Fauna Fund / FWFF, Bulgaria—to
stoves for their families, as well as to conduct an
create a protected feeding site for reintroduced Griffon
educational campaign for their community on these stoves,
Vultures near Kotel Mountain, Bulgaria, including
which will help to address deforestation in Bungoma
purchase and installation of an electric boundary fence
district, Kenya, due to the current overexploitation of trees
powered by battery and a solar panel.
for firewood.

In their own words…
Your contributions to Cottonwood Foundation are making a
difference. Grantees share their successes in their final reports.
Outreach Asia, USA/Philippines
“Outreach Asia is pleased to present you with this final report on our water
system project which was completed on June 18, 2008. Cottonwood’s grant
funds were used to co-fund a new community water system for Pasil, Malitbog,
Southern Leyte, Philippines. The well was drilled to a depth of 120 feet where it
intercepted an artesian stream, providing safe drinking water.
Pasil is a new section of the town of Malitbog in which 27 displaced squatter families subsequently moved into our new
housing project. This new water system has created a clean and easily accessible source of potable water for their community.
Thank you again for your concern for our projects in Southeast Asia.”

Sustainable Harvest International,
USA/Panama
“With Cottonwood Foundation’s support, Sustainable
Harvest International (SHI) constructed 20 woodconserving justa stoves for farming families in Panama.
Participant families in the areas of Las Chagras National
Park and Anton had the opportunity to work with SHIPanama field trainers to learn and construct the justa
stoves using local resources, such as clay bricks, welded
iron, ash and concrete.

Lambi Fund of Haiti, USA/Haiti
“The Lambi Fund of Haiti board of directors thanks the
Cottonwood Foundation for its $1,000 grant to support
the 155 members of Asosyasyon Lafwa Katò Bayonè
(AFKB) in Bayonè. The organization is working to reforest
the degraded land in their area by planting 120,000 fruit
and forest trees over two years. This will improve the land
for farming and mitigate future disasters in the event of
hurricane and tropical storm flooding.
Thanks to the Cottonwood Foundation grant, Lambi Fund
provided seeds and seedlings including lemon, lime,
mango, orange, sour sop, cassia, tamarind, black mahogany, cedar, Haitian mahogany, Venezuelan mahogany and
oak. The members of AKFB provided the labor to build
and maintain the tree nursery and maintain the seedlings.
Grant funds of $1,000 were spent in the following way:
• Purchase of fruit and forest tree seeds: $279
• Two aspersion pumps: $121 (An aspersion pump is an
irrigating sprinkler for the crops and trees.)
• Materials to build the tree nursery: $600

As a result of the ultra-efficient justa stoves, families have
generated an average fuel savings of 40%. This savings
includes both time saved in the cutting of wood and/or in
the reduction of respiratory-related illnesses that were
previously prevalent due to poor ventilation in older wood
burning stoves. Lacking resources, the participant families
would not have had the economic ability to construct such
stoves. However as a result of Cottonwood’s aid, these
families are now achieving:
• Greater combustion efficiency considering the stove
requires little fuel.
• Improved heating, which reduces the actual amount
of time spent cooking.
• Reduction in respiratory problems related to smoke
produced by the stove.
• Decrease likelihood of escaped heat and risk of burns
since the walls of the stove produce very little heat.
These stoves require half the amount of firewood of an
open fireplace and reduce the amount of smoke in the
home. Women and children using open fire places in their
homes were breathing smoke fumes equivalent to eight
packs of cigarettes a day! Now, with Cottonwood’s recent
grant, 20 families are using simple stoves for cooking and
heating while smoke is funneled outside through a
chimney. Thank you!”

Approximately 155 families, or more than 600 persons, will
have an increased numbers of seeds, seedlings, and fruit
and other types of trees. Families will have increased
income from the sale of the fruit. Because families have
increased income, they will have more food to feed their
families and their children will be able to go to school.
Families will move toward self-sufficiency through this
project. The project will actually benefit the entire
community, impacting over 5,000 persons.
Thank you again for your support of the Lambi Fund of
Haiti.”

Common Ground Program, Kenya
“Please receive our final financial and narrative report for
the grant we received in support of GROW
BIOINTENSIVE Mini-Ag Centre and farming activities in
Rift valley Province. This grant has indeed made a
difference to the targeted groups.
We received a grant this year to purchase a variety of
vegetable seeds, farm tools, photocopying of training
leaflets and other items for farming to support the school
and community.
The training was conducted by the Common Ground
Program office. 83 students, 17 teachers and an intern
from Kipkaren River Training College participated in the
training. Participants were given tools and vegetable seeds
to establish nursery beds in the homesteads and at the
school.
As a result of the project, most homes are producing
enough vegetables for the families and surplus sold for
extra income. The gardens at Pathfinder Academy are
producing food for the school kitchen. 363 students at
Pathfinder Academy are directly benefiting from the
project and many others indirectly. Participants (both the
students and the community) showed a lot of enthusiasm
during project implementation.
Working with villages and organized groups was not only a
means of food security and income generation, but it also
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helped strengthen unity and social relationships. It
provided women who are committed to household work
most of the day, the opportunity to communicate with
others. It also helped to solve the post election conflicts as
children learned training skills.
The trained families were able to generate good income
from the sales of the farm produce due to the high price of
most commodities because of military crackdown. While
people were running for the dear lives, they were busy
working on their farms.
Thank you for your kind cooperation.”

Yes, I'll renew my support for
Cottonwood Foundation!
Your much-appreciated contribution can be allocated to
one or more funds:
• General Fund: Supports all aspects of the foundation’s
charitable activities and administration
• Endowment Fund: A permanent fund providing the
foundation with investment income
• Land Fund: Supports grants to indigenous peoples’
organizations for repurchasing their land base in order
to preserve their culture and environment
Please send contributions
made out to “Cottonwood
Foundation” to:
Cottonwood Foundation
P.O. Box 10803
White Bear Lake, MN 55110
Phone: (651) 426-8797
Fax: (651) 294-1012
info@cottonwoodfdn.org
www.cottonwoodfdn.org
Thank you! Your contribution is
tax-deductible as allowed by law.

